
4th Grade/Reading-Unit 1-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113761
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study inEmpathy and Connections
Students will explain the events of a literary text by describing in depth a character, setting, or event, and by identifying a text’s theme.  Students will use specific details and examples
from the text to support descriptions and/or inferences.  Students will also summarize the texts read throughout the unit.
Throughout this unit, students will also explore how reading fictional text increases their empathy for others.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Key Ideas and Details
Refer to details and examples in a text and
make relevant connections when
explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.
(RL.4.1)
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or
poem from details in the text; summarize
the text. (RL.4.2)
Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., a
character’s thoughts, words, or actions).
(RL.4.3)

Craft and Structure
Compare and contrast the point of view from
which different stories are narrated, including
the difference between first- and third-person
narrations. (RL.4.6)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.4.9)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.4.3)

Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers support their interpretation of text

by citing textual evidence; inferences must be rooted
in the text--providing a foundation for understanding.

U2 Effective readers use key details to identify the main
topic, theme or central idea(s) of a text.

U3 Effective readers make connections among the
specific details from a literary text to support their
thinking about characters, settings or events.

U4 People who read fiction tend to better understand and
share in the feelings of others--even those who are
different from themselves; literary fiction is an
exploration of the human experience.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I use the text to support my thinking?  What

do good readers do?

Q2 How do I determine a text’s theme or main idea? 
What is the text really about?

Q3 How does one or more of the story elements affect a
text?  What is the impact of a character, the setting,
or event on the text?  What does this mean to me?

Q4 What does it mean to have empathy for others?  How
can reading fiction increase my empathy for others? 
How can a character give us a window into the world?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in
context and out of context. (RF.4.3A)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension (RF.4.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.4.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.4.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.4.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker
provides to support particular points (SL.4.3)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

theme
inference/infer
explicit
summarize
text structure
character
setting

K2 Reading strategies

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can explain what a text is about based on details and

examples from the text.

S2 I can provide specific examples from a text when
making inferences.

S3 I can determine a text’s meaning and identify a
theme.

S4 I can summarize a text.

S5 I can describe a character, event and or setting.

S6 I can describe the structure of stories, myths, and
stories from other cultures.

S7 I can use appropriate strategies to construct meaning
and analyze various texts and media

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Reading-Unit 2-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113762
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Structure/Organization
Students will consider the organizational structure of an informational text by using specific information directly from the text to recount what happened and why as they explain
events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in the text.  After establishing the text’s explicit meaning, students will identify the main idea.  They will examine how an author introduces and
develops this idea through key details.  Students will summarize the text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Key Ideas and Details
Refer to details and examples in a text and
make relevant connections when explaining
what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text. (RI.4.1)
Determine the main idea of a text and
explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text. (RI.4.2)
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or
concepts in a historical, scientific, or
technical text, including what happened
and why, based on specific information in
the text. (RI.4.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of general academic and
domain-specific words or phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
(RI.4.4)
Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology,
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text
or part of a text. (RI.4.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Interpret information presented visually, orally,
or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive
elements on Web pages) and explain how the
information contributes to an understanding of
the text in which it appears. (RI.4.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers refer to key details in the text to

determine the main idea.

U2 Informational text is organized in a way that helps
readers make connections between and among
events, ideas, or procedures; effective readers use
this to develop a deeper understanding of the text.

U3 Effective readers read with purpose, paying close
attention to text structure to organize the information
they are learning about.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I read nonfiction to determine what is

important in the text?  How do readers use details to
determine the main idea?

Q2 How does the way in which an author organizes
information help me understand what I read?  How do
I identify the events, key ideas or steps in an
informational text?

Q3 How can I read nonfiction closely in order to organize
my thoughts about a topic?  How does what I read
influence how I read?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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By the end of year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.4.10)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension (RF.4.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.4.4A)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.4.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.4.2)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details to support main ideas or themes; speak
clearly at an understandable pace (SL.4.4)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.4.4)

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.4.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph)
(L.4.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases (L.4.4C)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Main idea
Key details
Summarize
Support
Explain
Procedure
Events
Ideas
Concepts
Historical
Scientific
Text
Text structure
Text feature

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can summarize a text to determine the main idea.

S2 I can identify the main idea of a text and explain how
the author uses key details to develop this.

S3 I can make connections between and among events,
ideas, or procedures in a historical, scientific, or
technical text and explain these connections.

S4 I can organize information in order to better
understand and explain events, procedures, ideas, or
concepts

S5 I can use appropriate strategies to construct meaning
and analyze various texts and media
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Reading-Unit 3-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113763
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Style and Interpretation
In this unit, students will read a variety of poems paying attention to moods, sounds, word choice and images. They will notice how elements in the parts of a poem work together to
create meaning. They will transfer knowledge of word choice, figurative language, and imagery across texts.
Students will determine from context the meanings of simple similes and metaphors and they will break down the structure of a text and explain the major differences between poems,
drama, and prose.  They will use specific terms to differentiate (poetry--verse, rhythm, meter; drama--casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) between
texts.  After establishing the text’s explicit meaning, students identify a theme.  They examine how an author introduces and develops this theme through details.  Students summarize
the text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Key Ideas and Details
Refer to details and examples in a text and
make relevant connections when explaining
what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text. (RL.4.1)
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or
poem from details in the text; summarize
the text. (RL.4.2)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including those that
allude to significant characters found in
literature. (RL.4.4)
Explain major differences between poems,
drama, and prose, and refer to the
structural elements of poems (e.g., verse,
rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of
characters, settings, descriptions,
dialogue, stage directions) when writing or
speaking about a text. (RL.4.5)
Compare and contrast the point of view from
which different stories are narrated, including
the difference between first- and third-person
narrations. (RL.4.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Make connections between specific descriptions
and directions in a text and a visual or oral

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers recognize that authors of poetry and

drama include key details in their writing that help a
reader determine the theme, lesson or message.

U2 Effective readers can break down the structure of a
text to determine the type of text (e.g., poetry, drama
or prose).

U3 Writers make deliberate and thoughtful decisions
about word choice; they use figurative language
(similes and metaphors) to increase interest and more
deeply engage the reader.

U4 Poetry expresses ideas and feelings in compact,
imaginative, and musical language; poetry is meant to
be read aloud.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do I determine the theme of a poem or drama? 

How can I use the details of the text  to express the
theme?

Q2 How do I know what type of text I am reading?  How
does the text structure help me understand the text?

Q3 How does figurative language help engage readers? 
How does word choice help readers experience
text/poetry?

Q4 How does poetry differ from other forms of writing? 
How do I read poetry differently from other genres of
writing?

Page 1 of 3
Report produced by Eduplanet21 on: Fri, April 23, 2021 at 3:33 PM



representation of the text. (RL.4.7)
Range of Reading and Complexity of Text

By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.4.9)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.4.3)

Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in
context and out of context. (RF.4.3A)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension (RF.4.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.4.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.4.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.4.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.4.2)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Differentiate between contexts that call for
formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and
situation (SL.4.6)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Theme
Details
Convey
Summarize
Message
Rhythm
Meter
Alliteration
Symbolism
Verse
Shades of meaning
Figurative Language
Literal meaning
Non-literal meaning
Simile
Metaphor
Context
Purpose
Characters
Setting
Dialogue
Narrator
Stage directions

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can determine the theme of a story, drama or poem

from details in the text, and summarize those details.

S2 I can break down the structure of a text and explain
the major differences between poems, drama, and
prose.

S3 I can determine the meanings of simple similes and
metaphors.

S4 I can identify and explain the major differences
between poetry, drama and prose.
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word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
(L.4.5)

Explain the meaning of simple similes and
metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context. (L.4.5A)
Recognize and explain the meaning of common
idioms, adages, and proverbs. (L.4.5B)
Demonstrate understanding of words by relating
them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words
with similar but not identical meanings
(synonyms). (L.4.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Reading-Unit 4-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113764
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Structure/Organization and Inquiry
In this unit, students will be researching history (or a topic of choice) . . .
Students will read a variety of informational texts on a topic of choice.  They will reference specific information directly from the text to recount whathappened and whyas they explain
events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in the text as well as to tell what the text is about.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Key Ideas and Details
Refer to details and examples in a text and
make relevant connections when
explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.
(RI.4.1)
Determine the main idea of a text and explain
how it is supported by key details; summarize
the text. (RI.4.2)
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or
concepts in a historical, scientific, or
technical text, including what happened
and why, based on specific information in
the text. (RI.4.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of general academic and
domain-specific words or phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
(RI.4.4)
Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology,
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text
or part of a text. (RI.4.5)
Compare and contrast a firsthand and
secondhand account of the same event or topic;
describe the differences in focus and the
information provided (RI.4.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Interpret information presented visually, orally,
or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers support their analysis/interpretation

of text by citing textual evidence; inferences must be
rooted in the text--providing a foundation for
understanding.

U2 Informational text is organized in a way that helps
readers make connections between and among
events, ideas, or procedures; effective readers use
this to develop a deeper understanding of the text.

U3 Strong presenters create a structure for their
presentation that helps the audience understand their
message.

U4 Effective readers become experts on topics by asking
questions, reading books, and talking with others.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I use what I already know with what I’ve

learned in the text to make meaning?  How can I use
the text to support my thinking?

Q2 How does the way in which an author organizes
information help me understand what I read?  How do
I identify the events, key ideas or steps in an
informational text?

Q3 How does the way I organize my presentation affect
how my audience hears and understands the
message?

Q4 How do I grow knowledge about a topic?  How do I
deepen my understanding about a topic?

Acquisition
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diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive
elements on Web pages) and explain how the
information contributes to an understanding of
the text in which it appears. (RI.4.7)
Explain how an author uses reasons and
evidence to support particular points in a text.
(RI.4.8)
Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) information from two
texts on the same topic in order to write or
speak about the subject knowledgeably (RI.4.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.4.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.4.2)
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker
provides to support particular points (SL.4.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or
recount an experience in an organized
manner, using appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details to support
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace (SL.4.4)
Add audio recordings and visual displays to
presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes. (SL.4.5)
Differentiate between contexts that call for
formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Inference
Example
Details
Specific
Support
Explain
Procedure
Events
Ideas
Concepts
Historical Text
Scientific Text
Technical Text
Specific Information
Recount
Insights
Clear
Appropriate
Relevant 
Pace/Pacing
Summarize
Main idea
Supporting details
Synthesis
Text structure
Purpose/Point of View

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can make connections between and among events,

ideas, or procedures in a historical, scientific, or
technical text and explain these connections.

S2 I can explain what a text is about based on details and
examples from the text.

S3 I can summarize a text.

S4 I can provide specific examples from a text when
making inferences.

S5 I can organize the information I have learned by
connecting important information across texts and
media sources.

S6 I can report on a topic in a clear and organized way.
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formal English when appropriate to task and
situation (SL.4.6)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.4.4)

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.4.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph)
(L.4.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases (L.4.4C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Reading-Unit 5-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113765
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Interpretation and Empathy
In this unit, students will be in book clubs as they tackle complex texts through close reading of a place in time in history that they have never experienced. The characters in these
books and the way in which they respond to different experiences and/or social issues will help students understand the time and history more in depth. Students will reflect on and
discuss their interpretations of the ideas represented within these texts within the discussion in their clubs. They will also learn to think about how the information intersects with what
they are learning in nonfiction books in other content areas and how it enlarges their understanding of the characters, their struggles, their perspectives, their insights, and their
knowledge of history.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Key Ideas and Details
Refer to details and examples in a text and
make relevant connections when explaining
what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text. (RL.4.1)
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or
poem from details in the text; summarize
the text. (RL.4.2)
Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., a
character’s thoughts, words, or actions).
(RL.4.3)

Craft and Structure
Compare and contrast the point of view from
which different stories are narrated, including
the difference between first- and third-person
narrations. (RL.4.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Make connections between specific descriptions
and directions in a text and a visual or oral
representation of the text. (RL.4.7)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowled genre (e.g., mysteries and
adventure stories) on their approaches to similar
themes and topics. (RL.4.8)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Authors include details that help readers make

meaning of the text; effective readers use these
details to identify the theme of a text.

U2 Effective readers use specific details from a literary
text to support their thinking about characters,
settings or events.

U3 Effective readers talk about books to develop new
ideas.

U4 Effective readers learn lessons through the eyes of the
characters and infer what real individuals from that
time period endured.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I use the details of the text to express the

theme?   How do readers determine the message the
author is trying to convey?

Q2 How does one or more of the story elements affect the
text? What is the impact of a character, setting, or
event on the text?

Q3 How do discussions about books help me to become a
better reader?

Q4 How can I empathize with a character’s struggles and
motivations, if I have not experienced, first hand, the
events of that time in history?  What can I learn from
fictional characters?

Acquisition
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By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.4.9)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions
and carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to
clarify or follow up on information, and
make comments that contribute to the
discussion and link to the remarks of
others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.4.2)
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker
provides to support particular points (SL.4.3)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.4.4)

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.4.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph)
(L.4.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases (L.4.4C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Theme
Details
Convey
Summarize
Message
Character (Character’s Actions)
Setting
Sequence
Dialogue
Setting
Character
Inference
Timeline
Summarize
Synthesize
Theme
Compare and contrast

K2 Norms and expectations for book talks and
discussions.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can identify the theme of a text and explain how the

author uses key details to develop this.

S2 I can use specific details from a text to describe in
depth a character, setting, or event in a story or
drama.

S3 I can read my historical fiction text closely and come
prepared to engage in thoughtful discussions with my
book club.

S4 I can get to know the characters and come to
understand their struggles through the lens of history.

S5 I can empathize with the characters in the texts I
read.

S6 I can learn the lessons of history through characters’
struggles and motivations.

S7 I can compare and contrast similar themes
throughout history and across cultures.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Reading-Unit 6-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113766
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Perspective and Comparison
In this unit, students will learn to read with a critical lens, thinking of the author's message and purpose, seeing things from multiple perspectives, and reading to learn more about the
world and others.
 They will also identify the point of view of the narration of different stories in order to compare and contrast them and determine if the narration is first person or third person and how
this affects the point of view of the text.
Students will read a range of literary texts to compare and contrast the point of view of the narration and to determine if the narration is first person or third person and how this
affects the point of view of each text.  After establishing a text’s explicit meaning, students will identify a theme by examining how an author introduces and develops the theme
through details; they will also summarize the text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Key Ideas and Details
Refer to details and examples in a text and
make relevant connections when explaining
what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text. (RL.4.1)
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or
poem from details in the text; summarize
the text. (RL.4.2)
Describe in depth a character, setting, or event
in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in
the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or
actions). (RL.4.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including those that
allude to significant characters found in
literature. (RL.4.4)
Compare and contrast the point of view
from which different stories are narrated,
including the difference between first- and
third-person narrations. (RL.4.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Make connections between specific descriptions
and directions in a text and a visual or oral
representation of the text. (RL.4.7)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers identify key details in a text to

determine the text’s theme and to infer and interpret
the author’s unspoken message.

U2 Point of view in a story helps the reader understand
characters’ feelings and actions; whoever is telling the
story will impact the reader’s opinion of other
characters and events.

U3 Effective readers use compare and contrast to
improve reading comprehension skills; they look for
similarities and differences in text.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do I determine the theme from various types of

text?  How do I connect these universal themes to
other texts I have read?

Q2 How does viewpoint influence how a story or text is
told? How does point of view influence my
understanding of a text?

Q3 How do I use compare and contrast to better
understand what I read?

Acquisition
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knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowled genre (e.g., mysteries and
adventure stories) on their approaches to similar
themes and topics. (RL.4.8)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.4.9)

Key Ideas and Details
Refer to details and examples in a text and
make relevant connections when explaining
what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text. (RI.4.1)
Determine the main idea of a text and explain
how it is supported by key details; summarize
the text. (RI.4.2)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Explain how an author uses reasons and
evidence to support particular points in a text.
(RI.4.8)
Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) information from two
texts on the same topic in order to write or
speak about the subject knowledgeably (RI.4.9)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.4.3)

Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in
context and out of context. (RF.4.3A)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension (RF.4.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.4.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.4.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.4.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Theme
Details
Convey
Summarize
Message
Universal Themes
Characters’ Actions
Compare and Contrast
Similarities and Differences
Point of View
Perspective
Narrate
Narrator
First Person
Third Person
Selections

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can identify the theme/message of a text and how

the author develops this theme through details.

S2 I can summarize a text.

S3 I can identify the point of view of the narration of
different stories in order to compare and contrast
them.

S4 I can determine if a narration is first- or third-person
and how this affects point of view.
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Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.4.2)
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker
provides to support particular points (SL.4.3)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.4.4)

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.4.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph)
(L.4.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases (L.4.4C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Writing-Unit 1-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113767
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Communication and Empathy
Students will convey imagined experiences and events through narrative, using sensory details, and story structures that develop characters that are realistic by making clear what is
happening and who is involved.
Throughout the unit, students will explore the concept of empathy through their writing.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using narrative technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences
(W.4.3)

Orient the reader by establishing a
situation and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence
that unfolds naturally (W.4.3A)
Use dialogue and description to develop
experiences and events or show the
responses of characters to situations
(W.4.3B)
Use a variety of transitional words and
phrases to manage the sequence of events
(W.4.3C)
Use concrete words and phrases and
sensory details to convey experiences and
events precisely (W.4.3D)
Provide a conclusion that follows from the
narrated experiences or events. (W.4.3E)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.4.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.4.5)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective writers develop interesting characters in a

variety of ways (e.g., description, dialogue, interaction
with others, actions, conflict, etc.); writing is a
process.

U2 Effective writers draw on the craft moves of the
authors of texts they read.

U3 Writers of fiction provide readers with the opportunity
to explore different perspectives--to imagine
themselves in other peoples’ experiences.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do writers strengthen their writing?  How does

my purpose for writing affect how I write?

Q2 How can reading make me a better writer?

Q3 What does it mean to have empathy for others?  How
can I show empathy for the characters in my writing? 
How can narrative writing increase my empathy for
others?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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to support analysis, reflection, and research. (W.4.9)
Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature
(e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts,
words, or actions].”) (W.4.9A)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.4.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details to support main ideas or themes; speak
clearly at an understandable pace (SL.4.4)
Add audio recordings and visual displays to
presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes. (SL.4.5)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.4.1)

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom,
which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when,
why). (L.4.1A)
Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was
walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb
tenses. (L.4.1B)
Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to
convey various conditions. (L.4.1C)
Order adjectives within sentences according to
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag). (L.4.1D)
Form and use prepositional phrases (L.4.1E)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

dialogue
sensory details
precise

K2 The structure of narrative writing

K3 The writing process(descriptive details and clear event
sequences)

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write narratives about real or imagined

experiences using sensory details and story structures
that make clear what is happening and who is
involved.

S2 I can arrange events into authentic sequences that
unfold naturally.

S3 I can add dialogue, pacing, and description to bring
the story and its characters alive.

S4 I can use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to
sequence events.

S5 I can give the story an ending that makes sense and
provides a satisfying conclusion.
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Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
(L.4.1F)
Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g.,
to, too, two; there, their). (L.4.1G)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.4.2)

Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2A)
Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct
speech and quotations from a text (L.4.2B)
Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction
in a compound sentence (L.4.2C)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly,
consulting references as needed (L.4.2D)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.4.3)

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas
precisely (L.4.3A)
Choose punctuation for effect (L.4.3B)
Differentiate between contexts that call for
formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).
(L.4.3C)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.4.4)

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.4.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph)
(L.4.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases (L.4.4C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Writing-Unit 2-Opinion

Unit #: Chest-00113768
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Structure/Organization & Communication
In this unit students will learn a variety of more sophisticated strategies for introducing their topics. They will learn to provide reasons to support their opinions, as well as facts and
details to elaborate on these reasons. Students will take a big step toward learning how to organize their work. They will learn different ways to arrange their reasons and evidence.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information. (W.4.1)

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an
opinion, and create an organizational
structure in which related ideas are
grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
(W.4.1A)
Provide reasons that are supported by
facts from texts and/or other sources.
(W.4.1B)
Link opinion and reasons using words and
phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in
addition). (W.4.1C)
Provide a conclusion related to the opinion
presented. (W.4.1D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.4.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.4.5)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.4.10)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective writers convey their opinions using a distinct

organizational structure.

U2 Effective writers clearly state their opinion, and use
reasons and evidence from facts or texts and/or other
sources to support their claim.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I get readers to understand my point of view

and perhaps change their thinking as a result?

Q2 How can I organize my writing so that my reasons are
unique and clearly support my opinion?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.4.2)
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker
provides to support particular points (SL.4.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details to support main ideas or themes; speak
clearly at an understandable pace (SL.4.4)
Add audio recordings and visual displays to
presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes. (SL.4.5)
Differentiate between contexts that call for
formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and
situation (SL.4.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.4.1)

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom,
which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when,
why). (L.4.1A)
Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was
walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb
tenses. (L.4.1B)
Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to
convey various conditions. (L.4.1C)
Order adjectives within sentences according to
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag). (L.4.1D)
Form and use prepositional phrases (L.4.1E)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Thesis (claim)
Reasons
Evidence
Transition words
Introduction
Conclusion
Opinion

K2 The structure/format for writing an opinion text

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can convey my opinion using reasons and evidence

to support my claim.

S2 I can organize my opinion piece stating my opinion
and grouping related ideas together. Opinion - Reason
- Evidence

S3 I can use transition words and phrases to tie evidence
to reasons, and to separate each reason.
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Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
(L.4.1F)
Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g.,
to, too, two; there, their). (L.4.1G)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.4.2)

Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2A)
Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct
speech and quotations from a text (L.4.2B)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly,
consulting references as needed (L.4.2D)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.4.3)

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas
precisely (L.4.3A)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.4.4)

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.4.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph)
(L.4.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases (L.4.4C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Writing-Unit 3-Narrative/Poetry

Unit #: Chest-00113769
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Creativity and Meaning
In this narrative writing unit, students will experiment with physical space on the page, to savor the sound of the words they are writing and think of them as drum beats, and, above
all, to make universal meaning out of close observations, thoughts, and questions about the world and personal experience. 
Students will write a narrative piece written in verse (e.g., lyrical storytelling) hat draws on specific words and sensory details to entertain the reader.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using narrative technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences
(W.4.3)

Orient the reader by establishing a
situation and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence
that unfolds naturally (W.4.3A)
Use dialogue and description to develop
experiences and events or show the
responses of characters to situations
(W.4.3B)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.4.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.4.5)
With some guidance and support from adults,
use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to
interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting. (W.4.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Recall relevant information from experiences or

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers choose words carefully to convey their

intended message; figurative language makes
unfamiliar objects, settings and situations more
relatable and makes the characters and storylines
come alive in the reader’s mind.

U2 Effective writers/storytellers convey meaning through
deliberate use of literary elements and narrative
techniques.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 Why do writers choose the words they do?  How does

figurative/sensory language play a part in the
development of a narrative story?

Q2 How do writers craft engaging and vivid narratives?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize
information, and provide a list of sources (W.4.8)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research. (W.4.9)

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature
(e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts,
words, or actions].”) (W.4.9A)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.4.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.4.2)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details to support main ideas or themes; speak
clearly at an understandable pace (SL.4.4)
Differentiate between contexts that call for
formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and
situation (SL.4.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.4.1)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Narrative
Technique
Event Sequences
Experiences
Events
Characters
Setting
Dialogue
Sensory Language
Figurative Language
Pacing
Transitional Words, Phrases, Clauses
Temporal Words or Phrases
Conclusion
Resolution

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write narratives about real or imagined

experiences using sensory details and story structures
that make clear what is happening and who is
involved.

S2 I can arrange events into authentic sequences that
unfold naturally.

S3 I can add dialogue, pacing, and description to bring
the story and its characters alive.

S4 I can use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to
sequence events.

S5 I can give the story an ending that makes sense and
provides a satisfying conclusion.
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Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom,
which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when,
why). (L.4.1A)
Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was
walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb
tenses. (L.4.1B)
Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to
convey various conditions. (L.4.1C)
Order adjectives within sentences according to
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag). (L.4.1D)
Form and use prepositional phrases (L.4.1E)
Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g.,
to, too, two; there, their). (L.4.1G)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.4.2)

Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2A)
Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct
speech and quotations from a text (L.4.2B)
Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction
in a compound sentence (L.4.2C)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly,
consulting references as needed (L.4.2D)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.4.3)

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas
precisely (L.4.3A)
Choose punctuation for effect (L.4.3B)
Differentiate between contexts that call for
formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).
(L.4.3C)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.4.4)

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.4.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph)
(L.4.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases (L.4.4C)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
(L.4.5)

Explain the meaning of simple similes and
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metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context. (L.4.5A)
Recognize and explain the meaning of common
idioms, adages, and proverbs. (L.4.5B)
Demonstrate understanding of words by relating
them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words
with similar but not identical meanings
(synonyms). (L.4.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Writing-Unit 4-Informational/Research

Unit #: Chest-00113770
Team: Jeanine May-Sivieri (Author), Karen Stryker,
Antoinette DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in inquiry and Organization
This unit provides students with the opportunity to teach others about topics of interest to them. Unlike other units, this unit is scaffolded throughout to allow students to dive deeper
into their research, making interpretations along the way. As part of their research, students will wrestle with citations, primary documents, conflicting views on a subject, and with the
challenge of incorporating and synthesizing information of all sorts into a logically structured text. 
Students will research a topic of choice and will draw on the craft of informational writing to compose an engaging, detailed, and informative text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
(W.4.2)

Introduce a topic clearly and group related
information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings),
illustrations, and multimedia when useful
to aiding comprehension (W.4.2A)
Develop the topic with facts, definitions,
concrete details, text evidence , or other
information and examples related to the
topic. (W.4.2B)
Link ideas within paragraphs and sections
of information using words and phrases
(e.g., another, for example, also, because).
(W.4.2C)
Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic. (W.4.2D)
Provide a conclusion related to the
information or explanation presented.
(W.4.2E)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.4.4)
With guidance and support from peers and

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.4.5)
With some guidance and support from adults,
use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to
interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting. (W.4.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Conduct short research projects that build
knowledge through investigation of
different aspects of a topic. (W.4.7)
Recall relevant information from experiences or
gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize
information, and provide a list of sources (W.4.8)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research. (W.4.9)

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to
informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author
uses reasons and evidence to support particular
points in a text”). (W.4.9B)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.4.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or
recount an experience in an organized
manner, using appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details to support
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace (SL.4.4)
Add audio recordings and visual displays to
presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes. (SL.4.5)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.4.1)

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom,

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective writers/researchers begin by generating

questions about a specific topic; they use these
questions to guide and focus their research.

U2 Every day we come face to face with written material
that is necessary to accomplish tasks required to live
in today’s world; effective nonfiction writers develop
ideas about a topic with clear supporting evidence.

U3 Effective nonfiction writers organize their writing to
clearly convey information and ideas.

U4 Strong/Proficient speakers make deliberate choices
regarding organization, details, and
expression/delivery to capture and maintain the
audience.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I discover the information I need to develop

my writing?  How do I collect, organize and synthesize
information?

Q2 How do we use informative writing in everyday life?
How can my words/writing be helpful to others?

Q3 How does the way I structure my writing reflect my
purpose?  How does the structure of my writing help
my audience understand the text?

Q4 How do I best present my findings?  What does it
mean to be an effective communicator?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when,
why). (L.4.1A)
Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was
walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb
tenses. (L.4.1B)
Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to
convey various conditions. (L.4.1C)
Order adjectives within sentences according to
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag). (L.4.1D)
Form and use prepositional phrases (L.4.1E)
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
(L.4.1F)
Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g.,
to, too, two; there, their). (L.4.1G)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.4.2)

Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2A)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly,
consulting references as needed (L.4.2D)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.4.3)

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas
precisely (L.4.3A)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Summarize
Text structure
Synthesize
Introduction
Conclusion
Main idea
Text features
Formatting
Concrete Details
Explanatory/Informational Texts
Organization of Content

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can conduct short as well as more sustained

research projects based on focused questions/topics

S2 I can demonstrate understanding of the subject I am
researching.

S3 I can gather relevant information from multiple print
and digital sources and I can synthesize this
information.

S4 I can present my research in an organized manner
with emphasis on structural elements, key ideas,
conventions and domain-specific vocabulary.

S5 I can explain or provide information about a topic or
idea(s) in an informative/explanatory piece.

S6 I can choose only the details and information related
to the topic.

S7 I can write an introduction.

S8 I can organize my writing in paragraphs and sections
with headings.

S9 I can elaborate on my writing through the use of
illustrations and/or multimedia.

S10 I can include details, facts, evidence in the form of
quotations.

S11 I can use linking words and phrases.

S12 I can bring my paper to an end with a concluding
statement or section that relates all the information
or explanations presented.

S13 I can report on a topic, including appropriate facts
and descriptive, relevant details.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Writing-Unit 5-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113771
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

In this unit students will recall what they have learned about strong narrative writing and learn new strategies for collecting and developing historical fiction ideas. Students will be
guided as they test story ideas and characters for historical accuracy and believability. Students are encouraged to select topics they are familiar with and which need little research
support in order to plan and draft.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using narrative technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences
(W.4.3)

Orient the reader by establishing a
situation and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence
that unfolds naturally (W.4.3A)
Use dialogue and description to develop
experiences and events or show the
responses of characters to situations
(W.4.3B)
Use a variety of transitional words and
phrases to manage the sequence of events
(W.4.3C)
Use concrete words and phrases and
sensory details to convey experiences and
events precisely (W.4.3D)
Provide a conclusion that follows from the
narrated experiences or events. (W.4.3E)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.4.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.4.5)
With some guidance and support from adults,
use technology, including the Internet, to

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective writers develop interesting characters in a

variety of ways (e.g., description, dialogue, interaction
with others, actions, conflict, etc.); writing is a
process.

U2 Effective writers develop imagined experiences or
events that are derived from real events in history. 
They sequence the timeline of events with transitional
words.

U3 Writers of fiction provide readers with the opportunity
to explore different perspectives--to imagine
themselves in other peoples’ experiences.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do writers strengthen their writing?  How does

my purpose for writing affect how I write?

Q2 How can I convey the thoughts, emotions and
struggles individuals endured during a specific time in
history?

Q3 How can I show empathy for the characters in my
writing?  How can narrative writing increase my
empathy for others?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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produce and publish writing as well as to
interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting. (W.4.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Conduct short research projects that build
knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic. (W.4.7)
Recall relevant information from experiences or
gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize
information, and provide a list of sources (W.4.8)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.4.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.4.2)
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker
provides to support particular points (SL.4.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Differentiate between contexts that call for
formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and
situation (SL.4.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.4.1)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Dialogue
Sensory details
Conflict
Sequence
Historical Fiction

K2 The structure of narrative writing

K3 The writing process(descriptive details and clear event
sequences)

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write narratives about imagined experiences in

history using real historical events to guide me.

S2 I can arrange events into authentic sequences that
unfold naturally.

S3 I can add dialogue, pacing, and sensory details to
bring the story and its characters to life.

S4 I can use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to
sequence events.

S5 I can give the story an ending that makes sense and
provides a satisfying conclusion.
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Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom,
which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when,
why). (L.4.1A)
Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was
walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb
tenses. (L.4.1B)
Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to
convey various conditions. (L.4.1C)
Order adjectives within sentences according to
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag). (L.4.1D)
Form and use prepositional phrases (L.4.1E)
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
(L.4.1F)
Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g.,
to, too, two; there, their). (L.4.1G)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.4.2)

Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2A)
Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct
speech and quotations from a text (L.4.2B)
Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction
in a compound sentence (L.4.2C)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly,
consulting references as needed (L.4.2D)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.4.3)

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas
precisely (L.4.3A)
Choose punctuation for effect (L.4.3B)
Differentiate between contexts that call for
formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).
(L.4.3C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
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Alignment Code Learning Activities
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4th Grade/Writing-Unit 6-Opinion

Unit #: Chest-00113772
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Karen Stryker, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 4
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 4th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Analysis and Perspective
This unit equips students with the tools they need to write expository essays that advance an idea about a piece of literature. Students will become more skilled in opinion writing as
they analyze and respond to texts. The practice students will gain in writing literary essays during this unit will offer them a bridge between reading and writing and will help them
learn not only that writing can be a way to hold one’s thinking about a particular subject, but that writing can also help them clarify and elaborate on their thinking. Students will learn
to analyze the author's craft and use this in service of supporting their ideas.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 4-4

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information. (W.4.1)

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an
opinion, and create an organizational
structure in which related ideas are
grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
(W.4.1A)
Provide reasons that are supported by
facts from texts and/or other sources.
(W.4.1B)
Link opinion and reasons using words and
phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in
addition). (W.4.1C)
Provide a conclusion related to the opinion
presented. (W.4.1D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.4.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.4.5)
With some guidance and support from adults,
use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to
interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective writers become more skilled in opinion

writing by connecting reading and the development of
perspective about the texts they have read.

U2 Effective writers respond to a text with a reasoned,
well crafted piece of writing that follows the
framework of essays.

U3 The effectiveness of our expressed opinion(s) relies on
the strength of the claims, supporting details,
reasoning, and whether the information shared is
accurate, credible, and relevant.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do writers build upon their knowledge of opinion

writing by reflecting on a topic or text to grow ideas
about the topic or text?

Q2 How do writers analyze the author’s craft and story
elements (character, setting, mood) to support their
ideas?

Q3 What makes my words worth reading?  How can I
effectively share my opinion with others?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting. (W.4.6)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research. (W.4.9)

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature
(e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts,
words, or actions].”) (W.4.9A)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.4.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.4.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.4.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.4.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify
or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the
remarks of others (SL.4.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion (SL.4.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker
provides to support particular points (SL.4.3)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.4.1)

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom,
which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when,
why). (L.4.1A)
Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was
walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb
tenses. (L.4.1B)
Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to
convey various conditions. (L.4.1C)
Order adjectives within sentences according to
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag). (L.4.1D)
Form and use prepositional phrases (L.4.1E)
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
(L.4.1F)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Thesis (claim)
Reasons
Evidence
Point of View
Transition words
Introduction
Conclusion
Opinion
Facts
Structure
Support
Linking words/phrases

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write an opinion piece that supports a point of

view on topics or texts.

S2 I can provide reasons for the opinion supported by
facts and details.

S3 I can choose words, phrases, or clauses to link the
opinion and reason

S4 I can write a conclusion that is related to the opinion
presented in the introduction.

S5 I can follow the writing process.
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Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g.,
to, too, two; there, their). (L.4.1G)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.4.2)

Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2A)
Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.4.3)

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas
precisely (L.4.3A)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation) (L.4.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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